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Opinion

The Proclamation

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in print and on 
line. It is dedicated to bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, 
editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily the 

opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the 
faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The Proclamation is 

a designated public forum for student expression, and its mission and policy is to encourage student 
expression. Students make final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View-
points, including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur 

Cross High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which 
is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are 

subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.
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Our Comprehensive High School 
Wilbur Cross High School is under a microscope, and under pressure, to prove its effectiveness as a 
high school. Conceived last spring, a major focus of this issue is the rich offerings in the arts, music, 
and vocational programs. We are proud to invite you to see that there is much to value in courses 
that don’t produce standardized test scores.
	 Many	New	Haven	public	schools	do	a	magnificent	job	attending	to	the	needs	of	left	brained	
students in the core academic courses. The left brain is the more logical and more literal side of 
the brain, while the right brain is more creative and abstract. But aren't right brained students just 
as important? Although the left hemisphere of the brain is dominant, the right hemisphere shares 
dominance here at Wilbur Cross High School. Students with right-brained skills have the ability 
to perform spacial organization and have a broad imagination, features that compliment Wilbur 
Cross. Their creativity brings colors and musical notes to every room at Wilbur Cross. This is why 
we decided to dedicate much of this issue to such a vital part of our school. This is clear from the 
many electives available at Cross including: Wood Shop, Print Shop, Auto Shop, Band, Chorus, 
Athletics, Culinary, Photography, and the Fine Arts. Wilbur Cross High School has proven to be a 
comprehensive school by tending to the needs of both left and right-brained students. This has given 
students the opportunity to develop and display different kinds of skills that are different from the 
core academic courses: musical, intuitive, problem solving, manual skills, among many others. At 
the	same	time	it	allows	students	to	find	the	path	they	may	follow	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.		
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Obama a “Shoe-In” for Second Term 
BY Kiana Hernandez ‘14

President	Obama	might	as	well	maintain	his	reclined	position	at	his	desk	in	the	Oval	Office.		According	
to	recent	polls,	advertisements,	and	interviews	with	campaign	officials,	Obama’s	chances	of	serving	a	
second	term	in	office	are	gradually	increasing.	This	is	undoubtedly	due	to	the	fact	that	Mitt	Romney	
-  his rival for the coveted role of President of the United States - has been making Post-Mall-parking-
lot-sized blunders in the answering-important-questions department as of late. Romney’s poor ability 
to respond to questions without giving an actual answer has been causing many critical reports saying 
that		his	plans	for	the	country	are	not	beneficial	to	its	economy	and	people.	Many	of	Romney’s	pub-
lic-speaking mistakes arise from the fact that the Republican candidate appears to be contradicting 
himself. Despite having created a state-wide health care law as governor of Massachusetts, Romney 
plans on severely revising or otherwise revoking Obama’s “Obamacare” law. Apparently having only 
one state with health-care for every citizen is enough in this country. Either that or Romney simply 
wants to play Obama’s exact opposite – one of Romney’s few successful campaign moves as of yet. 
 Not only have Romney’s plans been the basic opposite of President Obama’s, but Romney 
apparently	also	has	opposing	views	on	several	of	 the	controversial	 topics	that	have	been	flooding	
the country in heated debates. While Obama is for same-sex marriage, Romney says that “mar-
riage is a relationship between one man and one woman.” While Obama is a Pro-Choice politician 
- if a quiet one - when it comes to the subject of abortion, Romney plans on banning it if elected. 
It appears as if Romney is simply opposing Obama for the sake of pulling voters the only place 
he can – the place where the group of people who simply dislike Obama and his ideals reside.
	 Strategically,	 Romney	 originally	 planned	 to	 fight	 hard	 in	 the	 states	 that	 Obama	
had in his grasp in order to steal them away. However the little popularity he had in such 
states has been steadily decreasing to the point of nearly disappearing (if they haven’t al-
ready). As it stands, with the elections being just days away, Romney’s time is running 
out and President Obama has all the time in the world – at least for the next four years.

An Unimpressive 
Debate
BY David Elkin-Ginnetti ‘14
A tax attorney and an infomercial host walk 
into a debate…isn’t there a joke that starts like 
this?	While	 the	 first	 presidential	 debate	 seems	
to be the butt of many jokes lately, it is nothing 
to be laughed at in this crucial campaign year. 
Obama, the nation’s incumbent, typically leads 
in these debates by default. But he looked as if 
he was under a general anesthetic. He seemed to 
concede many of Romney’s points, even ones 
he had countered in rallies only a week before. 
Presumably, Obama knew of Romney’s many 
gaffes in recent weeks, from his blundering 
comments about America’s 47% to his complete 
about-face in the debate, but he did not raise 
these points at all in the debate. Now, some polls 
are showing that Obama’s large lead has evapor-
tated, with favor turning now towards Romney 
in some states. 
 Does this mean Romney won the de-
bate? Not necessarily. Romney was comically 
over-prepared, to the point of wearing the same 
smirky expression for all of Obama’s comments. 
Despite this preparation, he misrepresented 
many of his party’s platforms (such as on taxes 
for	the	wealthy,	which	he	seemed	to	flip-flop	on	
several times through the debate), and showed 
a callous disregard for Jim Lehrer, the modera-
tor of the debate. When he actually listened to 
the question he was being asked, he often side-
stepped to get onto one of his talking points. And 
did I mention his professed hate of Big Bird?
 Perhaps this is a sign of the times. 
Maybe politics has deteriorated so much that it’s 
come down to two unfeeling politicians rudely 
debating non-issues, but I refuse to believe that 
was the case in last week’s debate. Obama can, 
and must, do better if he hopes to win the elec-
tion. Romney must have been partly conscious 
of his rudeness. Could you just tone it down a 
bit, Mitt? I know there will be attack ads galore. 
The election will dominate the media for the 
coming weeks. But there is no reason for Obama 
and Romney not to shape up their campaigns.

Pre-Election
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FOREIGN POLICY

With the Arab Region still facing uproars from 
Arab Spring, military withdrawals from Af-
ghanistan and a tense relationship with Pakistan 
and Libya, foreign policy will play an unusu-
ally important role in this election.

HEALTH CARE

With rapidly increasing health care costs and 
rapidly decreasing American wallets, the ques-
tion of providing affordable health care has 
taken the spotlight.

THE ECONOMY, STUPID

So, everyone’s broke.

EDUCATION

With America’s test scores slipping in the ranks 
and the recent teaching strike in Chicago, edu-
cation reform is on everyone’s mind.

-Tariffs on Chinese goods
-Crippling sanctions on Iran, regime change is 
necessary
-Increase defense spending, build National 
missile shield system

-Health care to be determined on a state-wide 
level, with each state drawing up their own 
policy
-Let free markets lower drug prices
-Raise minimum age for Medicare eligibility

-Add balanced-budget amendment to the 
Constitution
-Repeal the Dodd-Frank Act (giving power back 
to corporations)
-Overhauling federal tax, regulatory, trade and 
energy policies—let the free market and 
entrepreneurs do their work
-Let the housing market “hit bottom” before 
interfering

-Supports alternative options to traditional 
public school, such as charter and home schools
-Bonuses offered to teachers based on 
performance
-Strip Teacher’s Unions of collective bargaining 
rights

-Focused on ending wars in Iran and 
Afghanistan, as well as bringing an end to al
 Qaeda
-Achieving energy security
-Build a modern military
-Extend olive branch to Muslim World, attempt 
to remake the global image of the United States
-Rally global effort to lessen nuclear weapon 
threats

“Obamacare”: 
-Increase number of insured citizens nationwide
-Provide incentives to employers and 
individuals to increase coverage
-Mandate coverage of individuals with 
pre-existing conditions

-Revive US Manufacturing and Auto Industry
-Eliminate tax breaks for companies that 
outsource jobs, create incentives for these 
companies to keep jobs in America
-Severely restricting the powers of corporations 
with the Dodd-Frank Act

-Recruit 100,000 math and science teachers for 
public schools in the next ten years
-Increase federal aid to help pay for 
post-secondary tuition costs
-$5 billion grant program to reward schools for 
experimenting with reform
-The RESPECT Project: working with teachers 
unions to reform education

Election Chart
BY: Sophie Dillon ‘13
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Dear Mr. Obama 

My name is Japhet Ayala and I am a student from 
Wilbur Cross. I think that domestic violence is 
a big problem in our society. The government 
should do more to help women that are victims 
of domestic violence. The rate of violence is in-
creasing quickly. We need to show victims of 
domestic violence that they can be safe.                
 Gender violence claims almost 1.6 mil-
lion lives each year, about three percent of all 
deaths. If the government can take steps against 
domestic violence, we can bring down these sta-
tistics and show violent men the consequences 
they face. 
Sincerely, 
-Japhet Ayala Rentas

Dear Students of Wilbur 
Cross.

My name is Caroline Lopez and I am a student 
here at Wilbur Cross. I am going to tell you about 
why I think that all teenage girls at Wilbur Cross 
need  to learn about proper sexual protection. I 
think that all teenagers should listen to people 
that have experience with teenage pregnancy. 
Young adults need to get protection to prevent 
pregnancy. Proper sex education might convince 
kids to wait to have sex until they are ready to 
handle the responsibility of raising a child.
 Many girls now get pregnant too 
young. Kids should know how much respon-
sibility a baby is, and how much it will affect 
their life. Some pregnant teens stop coming to 
school and cannot graduate. I have had friends 
that have suffered the consequences of teenage 
pregnancy. I get scared about their future, when 
they don’t have a job and must live with their 
parents. If we provide proper sex education this 
may be prevented.
 There are a lot of teens that they don’t 
get protection for themselves. Some have good 
luck to not get pregnant. However, teens need 
contraceptives to prevent pregnancy and the 
knowledge to correctly use them.
 If we provide proper sex education, we 
can prevent teen pregnancy and maybe even up 
our graduation rate. If not? We can continue to 
watch unwanted pregnancy spell disaster for the 
education of many young women.                                                                    

Sincerely,
-Caroline M. Lopez 

Dear Citizens of New 
Haven

My name is Bryan Velez and I live in New Ha-
ven.  I am going to tell you about the problem 
that we’re having with drugs. Drugs can be a big 
problem in New Haven. If the citizens of New 
Haven stopped using drugs, we could have a 
better city. I would feel much better if we could 
solve this problem.
 One reason why we should not use 
drugs is because they are addictive. I know 
someone that got addicted to marijuana--a 
friend of mine. Once he  was at a bridge near 
my house .He saw people smoking weed and 
he wanted to try a little bit. He asked to smoke 
some and they gave him the weed. After trying 
it once, he developed an addiction over the next 
couple months. In a year he lost four teeth and 
suffers mental issues. 
 Another reason why we should stop 
using drugs is because they can cause violence 
in a neighborhood. I know a neighborhood in 
Puerto Rico that is very dangerous because of 
drug warfare.  It is located in San Juan and it is 
known for its violence. This town, La Perla, is 
too dangerous for police to enter.
 I think that all citizens of New Haven 
need to open the conversation about drugs. I 
believe that if this problem is solved, violence 
may decrease in our neighborhood. If not, the 
violence and pain will only continue.

Sincerely,
Bryan Velez

Dear President Barack 
Obama

My name is Anais T. Molina and I am student at 
Wilbur Cross High School. I think health care is 
too	expensive.	To	fix	this,	I	think	the	government	
should give more money to hospitals. If people 
don’t have health insurance for their medication 
they have to pay a lot of money out of their own 
pocket.		It	becomes	difficult	for	them	to	get	de-
cent treatment. 
 Once when I went to the hospital, I met 
a girl waiting for treatment for a spider bite in 
her leg. She was in the hospital from 1:00 p.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. If the spider had been poison-
ous, she would have died after so much time 
waiting. This could have been prevented if the 
hospital had received federal funding for a fuller 
staff.  
	 It	is	also	difficult	for	illegal	immigrants	
to get health care treatment when hospitals are 
underfunded. As the only way many of them get 
medical treatment is through emergency care, 
when hospitals do not have the funds to properly 
manage their emergency rooms, this can be dan-
gerous for illegal immigrants in desperate need 
of attention. 
	 Many	 people	 have	 difficulties	 with	
health	care.	If	we	fix	this	problem,	millions	will	
be able to take care of themselves without worry. 
If we don’t? A lack of an affordable and avail-
able health care plan can jeopardize the lives of 
many Americans. 

Sincerely,
-Anais T. Molina Mercado  
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News
Chicago Teachers’ Seven Day Strike
BY: Myashia Gamble ‘14

After a week of children being out of 
school	 the	Chicago	 strike	 finally	 end-
ed.The children of Chicago returned 
to school after the teachers ended a 
seven-day strike that disrupted the dai-
lyroutines of thousands of families. The 
strike made the city a central focus in 
the debate over union rightsand efforts 
to overhaul the nation's public school 
system.
  The District soon gave 
in and gave the teachers the raise that 
they demanded. With an average sal-
ary of $76,000, Chicago teachers were 
already among the highest-paid in the 
nation.	 The	 district's	 final	 proposalin-
cluded an average 7 percent raise over 
three years, with additional raises for 
experience and education.On Sunday, 
September 12th, teachers in Chicago 
went on strike; a move that left over 
350,000 kids withouta classroom to 
attend. Parents of the students did not 
have a place to take their children while 
they wereat work, making a lot of par-
ents miss out on work. Teachers rallied 

outside of Chicago public schools.
  Karen Lewis, one of the faculty members, said she wished for everything to go back to normal. She was hoping to settle the teacher 
strike and return the children to their classrooms.“To say that the contract will be settled so fast is lunacy.” said Lewis. She couldn’t believe that this was 
happening. “The assault on public education started here. It needs to end here” Lewis stated. At this rally,Lewis told thousands of teachers that they were 
in	this	fight	for	a	long	haul.The	strike	ended	on	September	18th,	though	disagreements	and	future	fights	still	loom.

ELECTION ANALYSIS
BY David Elkin-Ginnetti ‘14

As November 6th came and went this year, New Haveners turned out in masses to make their voices 
heard by voting. Whether they were concerned about rising taxes or the cost of healthcare, the residents 
of the Elm City are an opinionated bunch. Wilbur Cross students were collecting exit polls at polling sta-
tions all day. The charts which we constructed (look for them in our upcoming issue) show a breakdown 
of	the	data	we	collected,	which	closely	mirrored	the	official	vote	counts	put	out	by	City	Hall.	Obama	
beat	Romney	by	a	very	large	margin-	officially,	9	to	1,	although	we	recorded	even	fewer	votes	for	the	
Romney/Ryan ticket. The majority of people voting for Obama were women, whereas men made up 
the majority of voters for Romney. Among those surveyed, the economy and education were the largest 
issues	Obama’s	supporters	cared	about.	Although	with	an	insignificant	polling	quantity,	Romney’s	sup-
porters also cared about the economy, and immigration reform as well. In verbal interviews conducted 
with voters, people seemed excited about the outcome of the election, and national politics in general. 
“I	trust	Obama,”	said	one	voter	who	said	he	wished	to	not	be	identified.	When	asked	of	the	importance	of	the	election,	he	said	that	“people	[are]	taking	
ownership of their future.” Another voter, New Haven alderman Justin Elicker of Ward 10, was discontented with Romney’s agenda but thought it didn’t 
take	precedence	at	the	moment.	“I	think	the	Chris	Murphy	and	Linda	McMahon	[senatorial]	race	is	the	most	important,”	Elicker	said.	Murphy	went	on	to	
win	the	race	for	Senate,	beating	WWE	executive	Linda	McMahon	by	a	wide	margin.	Others	voted	for	Obama	because	of	his	party	affiliations.	John	Hay	
voted for Obama in order to “keep the mindless Republicans out of power.” “The Democrats are for the middle class,” said another voter in explaining 
why he was voting for Obama. New Haveners are excited about this election. Will that trend continue, and New Haven’s voter turnout numbers continue 
to rise? Only time, and people’s dedication, will tell. In the words of another voter, “every election is important!” 
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Welcome Justice
BY Reina Matsuura ‘15

Many students had the wonderful opportunity to experience the law in action at 
the Supreme Court level on October 24. Along with this event, two judges took the 
time to be interviewed with a series of questions. Judge Dennis Eveleigh, one of the 
judges who had appeared in court that day, expressed his love for the law and his 
job. Being any form of judge, whether the trial court, or the Supreme Court, it re-
quires skills that rely on responsibility and receptiveness. Judge Eveleigh called the 
tasks on his job, especially when coming to a decision, a puzzle. He proudly stated 
that he has never regretted a decision ever made, and that in all cases, he weighs in 
the context of the law and justice. Because of this, the problem-solving aspect may 
seem	like	bits	and	pieces	that	ultimately	fit	into	one	jigsaw	puzzle.	
 When unraveling the verdict, the judges must review cases numerous 
times, reading them before and after, verbally voicing each of their decisions, sign-
ing off a written version, as well as publishing these results. To come to a conclu-
sion, Judge Eveleigh emphasized the amount of reading it takes to truly feel the 
decision is the most reasonable and satisfying. 
He also revealed that he loves pleasure reading, and considers it to be his leisurely 
time, no matter how many cases he’s given in a day. Outside of the court, sports are 
a	major	part	of	his	life.	Whether	it’d	be	golfing,	hiking,	biking,	or	playing	billiard,	
he	manages	to	find	some	activity	to	spend	with	his	wife.	
 “There are two parts that make my work gratifying,” Judge Eveleigh ex-
plained. To feel helpful by studying a case impartially and giving it its best decision 
possible was one of them. Also, by being a judge is his way of doing public service. 
By in the military for a very short period of time, his pride in servitude also shows 
up. 
 In an oral argument from the attorneys, not just Judge Eveleigh, but Judge 
Harper as well, stressed the integrity of honesty and preparation. When asked a 
question, they feel a straight answer is necessary, no matter how much negative 
impact it has on the attorney’s case. “Avoiding or stalling the question may have us 
think there is something to hide,” Judge Eveleigh admitted. After court, the judges 
gather to make points and an initial vote. Sometimes they are unanimous from the 
start, and that is when each of the judges believes it is the right decision. However, 
as	Judge	Eveleigh	explained,	there	are	so	many	steps	to	making	an	official	verdict,	
which may be the most frustrating think in his work, because he does not want to 
stall a decision any longer than it needs to be for either party. Especially when his 
fortieth anniversary is coming up in November; the quicker the case, the more time 
he has to celebrate with his wife.
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Justice Comes Home
By Aneurin Canham-Clyne  ‘15

During the recent Connecticut Supreme Court Hearings and breakfast here 
at Wilbur Cross, I had the pleasure of interviewing Justice Lubbie Harper Jr. 
from the Connecticut Supreme Court. Justice Harper is a graduate of Wilbur 
Cross	High	School,	Class	of	1961.	During	his	long	and	distinguished	career	
as an attorney, Justice Harper represented the Board of Education as their 
principal attorney. He worked in Law for twenty two years before being ap-
pointed	a	judge	by	Governor	Rowland	in	1997.	Later	on,	he	was	appointed	
State Supreme Court Justice by Governor Malloy in 2011. Judge Harper said, 
“It was a logical extension of my Career,” referring to the rapid rise to the 
pinnacle of his profession.
 So what does being at the top of the legal profession entail? Ac-
cording to Justice Harper, it requires a lot of reading. In preparation for every 
argument heard before the court, the justice reads the Briefs, which combined 
with evidence and the transcript of earlier hearings and trials can easily add 
up to hundreds of pages of reading. According to Justice Harper, there is no 
such thing as a typical day. Every case, every hearing, every decision is differ-
ent. The actual arguments follow the reading and preparation, which justice 
Harper says are vastly improved when the attorneys don’t just restate their 
briefs, but actually answer the Justices’ questions. When all the arguments 
and rebuttals are over with, the Justices retire, and deliberate over the case. 
Though this sounds like a scene from a John Grisham novel, deliberation can 
stretch for weeks, and consist mostly of rereading what was presented, and 
writing or critiquing opinions on the case. It is due to this thorough, rational 
process that Justice Harper has never made a decision he’s regretted. Though 
he knows for certain he’s made the right one when the whole court agrees, 
he says even the most reasonable people can disagree over the smallest of 
things. 
According to Harper the best part of his job “is using the law to dispense 
justice.” Without justice the law is meaningless, which is why Harper helped 
persuade the Court to hold a session at Wilbur Cross High School, to show 
students how important our beautifully intricate justice system is. Harper, 
who was the swing vote to approve same sex marriage in CT, knows just how 
vital the law is in improving the lives of those who are less fortunate. Ulti-
mately that kind of civic participation is what being an American, a Student, 
and a Human is all about, dedicating oneself to Justice. Thanks For the visit 
Justice Harper!           

Wilbur Cross Meets the 
Supreme Court
BY Rachel Smith ‘13

On October 24, 2012, hundreds of Wilbur Cross students, along with stu-
dents from Hillhouse and Notre Dame, poured into the auditorium to wit-
ness a historic event, the presentation of oral arguments to The Connecticut 
Supreme Court. Before the event, many students asked why the Court was 
here. Part of the answer is that one of the Court’s Justices, Honorable Lub-
bie Harper, Jr. is a Cross alumnus, and bringing the Court here was a way to 
give back to his alma mater and the community. The other part of the answer 
is that one of the judicial system’s missions is educating the public. 
 The Connecticut Supreme Court is the highest court in the state, 
and hears cases on appeal from the trial courts, called the Judicial District 
Courts, and the middle level Court of Appeal. 
 This event was not a reenactment or a demonstration. These 
weren’t	trials;	no	witnesses	testified	and	no	jury	was	present	here.	Instead,	
attorneys presented both sides in two actual criminal cases on appeal to the 
Court. 
	 The	first	case	presented,	State	of	Connecticut	v.	Markese,	involved	
defendant’s claims that a video of a car chase should not have been present-
ed at trial or that the trial judge should have given instructions limiting how 
the jury could interpret that evidence. That trial ended with the guilty ver-
dict on felony murder charges. The other, State of Connecticut v. Michael 
Angelo DeMarco, involved a claim that evidence of animal cruelty taken 
after a warrantless search of the defendant’s home should not have been 
presented to the jury. That trial resulted in a guilty verdict, later overturned 
by the Court of Appeal.
 Throughout the morning, students tried to follow the arguments 
and	 questions	 from	 the	 five	 Justices.	 Students	 paid	 close	 attention	 (their	
teachers prepared them well), and were interested in the ceremony and order 
of the day as well as the details of the cases. The event was a great suc-
cess, thanks to the many months of careful planning by Pamela Meotti of 
the Connecticut Supreme Court and Wilbur Cross’ Principal Moore,  Mr. 
O’Connor, Mr. Lipinski, Mr. Sweeting, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Meadows, and Mr. 
Brochin. 
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Behind The Shades
BY: Alex Jimenez ‘14

“Not just one group of people can make a change. 
Everyone has to.” Those were the words from the 
Wilbur Cross’ head of security Ronnie Rosarbo 
when he talked to the Journalism class on Octo-
ber 3rd. One student asked about Ronnie’s worst 
experience at Cross. Ronnie responded, “The 
worst situation I’ve had to deal with happened with 
a young man. He was having a beef with another 
student.	A	student	fired	9	shots	at	the	young	man.	
Only one hit him. I saved the young man’s life.” 
 Another student asked a question 
regarding the changes at Cross over time. 
Ronnie said: “The difference was that back 
then, we were closer, like a family. We used 
to have parties almost every two months. We 
even	made	a	float	to	carry	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Cross.”	
After listening to Ronnie’s story we realized 
Ronnie is willing to help make the changes 
necessary to bring us closer. One person can’t do 
it alone, we all need to help to make it happen. 

Get to Class!
BY Ashley Bermudez ‘14

“GET TO CLASS!!” is the only thing you hear in the 
“T” between 1st and 2nd period. We all know this is 
Ronnie Rosarbo a.k.a Ron G. He’s been working here 
at Cross for 17 years and as the head of schools security 
for 15 years. 
 Ronnie wasn’t always a school security guard. 
He started out as a barber. After 22 years of barbering 
and 21 years working at a warehouse, being a security 
guard	has	been	the	most	fulfilling	job	he	has	ever	had.	
Ronnie’s idea of a perfect student is one who is, “Se-
riously here to learn. The main goal when you walk 
through that door is to set your future.” Ronnie also 
says, “Cross is a family, we solve our problems to-
gether. If you need help getting into college, get help. 
Go to college. Cross offers many opportunities for our 
students. Be whatever YOU want to be!” Ronnie wants 
nothing more than to see us succeed, an aspect of his 
personality which he showed when he told me a story 
about a young lady who, by the time she graduated, had 
four kids. It took her 7 years to graduate. However, as 
Ronnie told me, she is now a head nurse at St. Rapha-
el’s. Anything is possible. Study, do your homework, 
and when you do hear Ron G telling you to “GET TO 
CLASS!” don’t get mad, take that as a compliment that 
he cares for you, and of course your education. 
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Edward Freitag
By: Selena Santiago ‘14

Our new Chinese teacher is a proud graduate of 
Central Connecticut State University, with a BA  
in Chinese and a minor in Business. Born in Hart-
ford, Connecticut to Italian and German parents, 
you may wonder why Mr. Freitag decided to be-
come a Chinese teacher. Well, Mr. Freitag’s love 
for Chinese helped him make the decision. Mr. 
Freitag remembered his study abroad to China, 
where he studied martial arts. He also took the op-
portunity to teach English in China. Mr. Freitag 
described Cross as an interesting community of 
amiable people, where students are challenged.

Mark Cofrancesco
By: Selena Santiago

I entered V104 and was hit with the strong scent 
of wood; I had found my way to Mr. Cofrances-
co’s woodshop classroom! This new teacher was 
born in New Haven, Connecticut to a family with 
a woodworking business. Mr. Cofrancesco gradu-
ated from Southern Connecticut with degrees in 
science and physical education. He decided to be-
come a teacher because of the knowledge that he 
had accumulated over the years about woodwork-
ing. Although being able to teach something he has 
been passionate about, Mr. Cofrancesco revealed 
that his most memorable experience had been, 
“The birth of my children.” This friendly encoun-
ter ended with him describing Wilbur Cross as, “a 
beehive of activity.”Katherine Abelli

By: Selena Santiago ‘14

There is something new brewing in the kitchen 
at Wilbur Cross this year . Yes, it is the new culi-
nary teacher, Ms. Abelli! This outgoing educator 
graduated from Eastern Connecticut State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science in Education. 
Ms. Abelli also made sure to get her degree in 
Administrative Education at Southern Connecti-
cut	University	 and	 she	 is	 certified	 in	 family	 and	
consumer science. It is clear that Ms. Abelli loves 
working with children. She started as an elemen-
tary school teacher and owned a child care learn-
ing center for ten years. Her love towards culinary 
led her to become a teacher once again, but this 
time she returned as a culinary teacher at Anso-
nia High school. This passionate cook even owns 
her own event planning business called “Celebra-
tions.” Thankfully, Ms. Abelli is now with us at 
Wilbur Cross and she loves the wonderful staff, as 
well as the administration. Although she may be 
new to Cross, Ms. Abelli still took notice of the 
students’ excitement for culinary which makes it 
all the more fun for her to teach here. What she en-
joys most is seeing the pride her students get from 
producing the food they make themselves.

WELCOME TO

WILBUR    CROSS!

Dina Natalino
By: Selena Santiago’14

Here’s one of the new administrators at Wilbur 
Cross: Ms. Natalino! This educator graduated 
from Southern Connecticut University with a 
Bachelor and Masters degree. She also attended 
Sacred Heart University for her administrative 
degree. She comes from a family of educators. 
Since her mother was a teacher, whome she 
would help by grading papers and helping out 
around the classroom. Ms. Natalino continued 
being involved in education when she became a 
teacher and literacy coach. She also worked as a 
consultant at ACES working on school improve-
ment. Through her experiences, Ms. Natalino 
realized just how much an administrator could 
affect school change. Ms. Natalino loves Cross 
and she is happy to get to know the students. She 
has enjoyed working with the teachers who she 
thought were very welcoming. This new experi-
ence has shown her that it is great to be part of a 
leadership team and she is very excited to learn 
more from Ms. Moore. Although, Ms. Natalino 
has had many great experiences, she would put 
the birth of her children, Artie (16), Mikey (11) 
and Nico (7), number one on her list.



WELCOME TO
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Travis Gale
By: Selena Santiago ‘14

Have you met the new energetic and cheerful PE 
teacher? If not, I would urge you to do so! Coach 
Gale was born in Ellington, Connecticut, and 
is a graduate from Southern Connecticut State 
University. He majored in physical education 
and has a minor in school health education. He 
won a the State Championship in cross country 
during his junior year in high school. This great 
athlete decided to become a teacher because he 
wanted	to	be	a	positive	influence	in	his	students’	
lives.	Being	part	of	his	advisory	group	has	defi-
nitely shown me in a short amount of time that 
he	 is	 definitely	 a	 reliable	 and	 understanding	
teacher.

Ms. Soares
BY Jin-Soo Park ‘14

Ms. Soares grew up in Waterbury, CT and went 
to Western Connecticut State University and 
Southern Connecticut State University. She has 
a B.S (Bachelors) in English (qualifying her to 
teach English to 7-12th graders), and is work-
ing toward a Masters in literature. Ms. Soares 
worked in LEAP, an academic and social en-
richment program focusing on leadership. She is 
currently teaching English II.

Ms. Chester
BY Jin-Soo Park ‘14

Ms. Chester grew up in Middletown and lived in 
Buffalo, New York for seven years. In 2006, she 
came back to Connecticut. She has three daugh-
ters: one married, one in high school, and one 
in middle school. She graduated from Southern 
for her undergraduate degree and went to Quin-
nipiac College for her masters. She has a bach-
elor’s degree in English and a master’s degree 
in education. Before she came to Wilbur Cross 
High School she was a part-time teacher at New 
Horizons. She is currently teaching English, 
SAT Prep, and Sheltered Content (TESOL) here 
at Wilbur Cross.

Ms. Morrison
BY Jin-Soo Park ‘14

Ms. Morrison is originally from New Jersey. 
She graduated from Quinnipiac College for her 
undergraduate, and she is currently enrolled in 
Southern Connecticut State University. She ma-
jored in Television and Film at Quinnipiac, and 
currently she is studying Teaching and Math at 
Southern.
She is planning on staying in New Haven after 
college. She is currently teaching Algebra I for 
Freshmen Academy.

Mark Sweeting
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

”I want students to walk away from this high 
school experience with not only academic suc-
cess but with life skills for successful living”

Proud father of two college students and radio 
talk show host for WCHR, our new vice prin-
cipal Mark Sweetings is sincere about the lives 
of Wilbur Cross students. Coming to us from 
New York City, he envisions that students in the 
Y	house	will	have	a	definite	plan	for	the	future.	
With	a	firm	belief	in	the	impact	that	comprehen-
sive high schools can have on the development 
of students; he is sure to lead by example.
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Dr. Zakia Parrish 
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

“I want every student to have a connection with 
their neighborhood school”
 All the way from Gary, Indiana, and a 
graduate of Purdue University, Dr. Zakia Par-
rish is our new vice principal and head of the 
G house. Approachable and focused on the fu-
ture of high school students, she intends to let 
the students of Wilbur Cross know the power of 
education and of our voices in this school. Dr. 
Parrish	is	definitely	here	to	make	a	difference

Sandy Carlson.
BY Courney Giles ‘13

“Literature is a great art form and it’s available 
to everybody”
Ms Carlson is our new English teacher. This 
Yankees’ fan is passionate and only wants to see 
literature be relevant. With no intention on go-
ing to college she earned a full scholarship to 
Western Connecticut State University after her 
high school teacher showed her the potential 
that laid within. She then went to get her master 
degree in Ireland as an exchange student. She 
hopes for students to become good citizens in 
this “big complex picture” of life. Her vision is 
to motivate kids with the connections they will 
make in how literature can relate to life.

Keisha Perry.
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

“Science is important. You can’t live without 
science.”
Kind but straight forward, Mrs. Perry has taught 
middle school for 3 years,. She was an intern at 
Derby High School and is now a new biology 
teacher at Wilbur Cross High School. While sci-
ence was her “thing’ in high school, she didn’t 
know how to take all the information she learned 
and apply it to life; now she hopes to share that 
understanding with you. This sports buff loves 
the Miami heat, New York giants, and the Yan-
kees but also believes that students should know 
about	each	field	of	study	and	make	a	connection.

Greg Twohill.
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

“Teaching is a lot like sales in that you must sell 
different topics to students.”
Born and raised in New Haven, Mr. Twohill has 
been	teaching	for	9	years	and	is	a	graduate	from	
Central Connecticut State University. With three 
children of his own he believes this generation 
needs exposure. He has a vision for his class-
room to be a safe fun environment where kids 
can learn and make mistakes. he hopes to help 
make well rounded students.

Debbie Bartone
BY Suge Zhang’14

"I interned at Cross and worked with a bunch 
of seniors. It was nice to see that all  their hand-
work being paid off," said Ms. Bartone when re-
calling her internship at Cross several years ago 
with Ms. Monahan, which she considers it as 
the most memorable experience in her life. Born 
and raised  in Woodbridge, New Jersey, Debbie 
Bartone went to Muhlenberg College for  bache-
lor’s degree and then received a master’s degree 
from	Fairfield	University.	Unfortunately,	when	
she was just hired by the district, there were no 
empty spots at Cross. But right now, the oppor-
tunity of working at Cross made this passionate 
dream come true for this Cross fan.
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Robbie Orciuche.
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

“Life is quick.” Mr. Orciuche is full of life and 
is straight to the point about education. Our new 
SAT math prep teacher hates when students 
swear. Having been teaching 33 years of every-
thing from AP Calculus to arithmetic, he truly 
has a passion for students comprehension of 
math. But none of us would have guessed that 
he	has	ran	3	marathons,	made	all	state	in	1971,	
or played football for CCSU Division 1AA. He 
truly is full of surprises.

Kimberly Lawrence. 
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

“You live and you learn.” Cool and full of posi-
tivity, Ms. Lawrence likes to have fun. As a 
Southern Connecticut State University gradu-
ate, she stays busy. Our new Resource teacher 
is high on her expectation that students be self- 
advocates. She is making sure to groom students 
for adulthood and to also contribute to the world 
around them.

Jennifer Burke
BY Suge Zhang ‘14

"I like helping kids to be successful in school," 
said Mrs. Burke when talking about her job as 
a guidance counselor. Mrs. Burke grew up in 
Madison, CT. She went to University of Bridge-
port for bachelor degree. When asked what's her 
most memorable experience, she pondered for a 
while, then
answered: "having children. I love being a mom, 
because it brings a lot of joy." Mrs. Burke really 
enjoys the students and staffs at Wilbur Cross.

Raquel Lopez
BY Suge Zhang ‘4

Raquel Lopez is a new English teacher at Wilbur 
Cross High School. “I love it,” said Miss Lopez 
excitedly while talking about Cross, “because 
this is my community, and I really like the di-
versity here.” Miss. Lopez is a genuine New 
Haven girl who grew up in the East Rock neigh-
borhood. Later, she received her bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of New Haven. “My 
most memorable experience is being successful 
in post-secondary school, because of my back-
ground it seems almost impossible,” she said. 
After graduation, Miss. Lopez chose to become 
a teacher because she wanted to “make a differ-
ence in the community.”

Tariq Ben-Sadhuddin
BY Suge Zhang ‘14

Born and raised in Manhattan, New York City, 
Tariq Ben-Sadhuddin discovered his talent in 
teaching when his college professor asked him 
to teach a class when he was still a student at 
Wesleyan University. “I have been teaching for 
27 years since then,” said Mr. Ben-Sadhunddin 
with	a	smirk.	So	far,	he	is	enjoying	his	first	year	
at Wilbur Cross. When asked about his most 
memorable memory, Mr. Ben-Sadhuddin an-
swered that he cannot forget the moment when 
his son was born.

Katie Gates
BY Suge Zhang ‘14

Katie Gates is a new Physical Education teacher 
at Wilbur Cross. She was born in Hartford, CT, 
and	later	went	to	Springfield	College	for	bach-
elor’s degree. Her athletic dream began when 
the	first	girl	basketball	team	was	created	at	her	
school. When talking about Cross, Miss. Gates 
said, “I love it, because I can teach and coach 
at the same school.” The reason she became a 
teacher is that she wanted to make a difference 
in kids’ lives.
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Ms Sasso Goes Olde English
By Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

Over the summer, the AP Literature and Composition teacher, Ms. Sasso, attended 
a course in England, during which she studied the works of Geoffrey Chaucer, a 
medieval author who wrote The Canterbury Tales. This wonderful opportunity 
was provided by a highly competitive grant which allowed sixteen teachers to 
travel to England to study the works of Chaucer. Ms. Sasso said the program in-
spired her to consider going back to school, possibly for a PhD. Those enrolled in 
the course, taught by David Raybin of Eastern Illinois University, and Susana Fein 
of Kent State University, went on expeditions and examined manuscripts dating 
from as far back as the 13th century. Though they studied in a classroom, nearly 
all day Monday through Friday, Ms. Sasso said that their work was incredibly 
stimulating. In fact she said that her favorite part of the trip was the classroom 
work. Other highlights included a trip to Canterbury, including the Cathedral, and 
being able to see manuscripts by T.S. Elliot and J.k. Rowling, as well as Mozart’s 
original  copy of his Horn Concerto. “Electronics have really changed the way we 
write	manuscripts.”	She	said,	noting		that	it	made	it	was	more	difficult	to	identify	
with	the	writer	when	you	can’t	see	the	joy	and	the	pain,	and	intended	inflection	of	
the writer, as shown by the pressing down of a pen.

Like Teacher, Like 
Student                                         
By Chaslynn Saucier ‘14 and Ashley Ber-
mudez ‘14

You hear the mesmerizing sound of drums echoing 
from the music wing. Have you ever wondered who 
is behind the music? Our senior percussionists, An-
thony Rivera and Leon Freeman, have been creating 
those enthralling beats for almost four years now.                       
 When asked what music means to him, 
Freeman said: “Music is a lifestyle, the feeling that 
rushes through you when your playing is just magi-
cal.” 
 “My life revolves around music," Rivera 
added. " I started playing the drums nine years ago 
and now I can’t seem to stop.” 
 “It takes dedication to be a musician; there 
are times where you have to stand up for 10 hours at 
a time.” said Jeremy Barns, the band director, who 
has	taught	at	Wilbur	Cross	for	more	than	five	years.	
Barns knows how much dedication being a musician 
takes, considering he has been playing his main in-
strument, the trombone, since he was eleven years 
old. Barns also played in a professional band at Dis-
ney World, and has backed famous musicians such as 
Celine Dion, Eartha Kitt, Debra Gibson, Four Tops, 
and Gloria Estefan.    
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The Bike Rider 
By: Koralys Velez ‘13

This	summer,	our	own	Mr.	Brochin	wanted	to	re-live	his	1976	
bike trip from Seattle to New Haven. He rode the same route 
from near Seattle to Glacier Park, Montana. There, Mr. Bro-
chin met Kyle Silers-Evans, another biker, in a coffee shop, 
and	they	rode	together	the	last	five	days	of	Mr.	Brochin’s	trip	
to	Glacial	Park.	Evans,	a	29	year	old	with	a	recent	PhD	in	
energy policy from Carnegie Mellon University, hoped the 
bike ride would help him decide what to do with his life. 
 I interviewed Mr. Evans on September 12, 2012, 
calling	him	while	he	was	in	Indiana,	on	route	to	his	final	des-
tination, Maine. Five years ago, on a spring break, he and one 
of his friends took a three day vacation and rode 50 miles on 
a	bike.	This	was	his	first	real	bike	trip,	and	he	fell	in	love	with	
the recreational sport. A few days after the trip, he purchased 
his	first	real	road	bike.	
 "It took a lot of effort." Evans said, about his three-
month training for this summers’ ride. He said he sleeps and 
stays at camps, city parks or even in “little towns” made up 
of other travelers.  For example, the night before the inter-
view, he slept with two hundred other people in the mayor's 
office.	
	 I	spoke	to	Evans	once	again	on	September	19.	His	
location was Erie, Pennsylvania; thus far, he had ridden 3,200 
miles. He said the biggest thing he had taken away from the 
trip was all the different people he met. Evans remembered 
helpful, kind people who offered him a place to stay, people 
that	gave	him	money,	and	those	that	helped	him	find	his	way	
when he got lost. 
 As a closing question, I asked Kyle what advice he 
would give other people that would want to follow in his 
footsteps? He answered, "It’s been a incredible journey for 
me. I met many nice people--this was a experience much 
easier than what I expected." 
 Evans reached the Atlantic Ocean in Portland, 
Maine in early October. He’s still trying to decide what to do 
with his life.

Welcome Freshmen
By Nazhia Carter ‘13

Upperclassmen can recognize them right away at the start of the school year: some 
look lost, some look slightly scared, and some slightly confused. Welcome to the 
Wilbur Cross High School Freshman Academy.
	 Freshman	Academy	has	a	specific	purpose:	to	help	transition	9th	graders	
to Wilbur Cross. Most freshmen are not familiar with such a large school, so the 
Academy ensures that classes are smaller and the teachers work together so students 
will have sense of security. The aim is that freshmen will feel comfortable approach-
ing any adult who works in the Freshman Academy, helping to build relationships 
between students and staff.
 “There are a few major goals for Freshmen Academy,” said Ms. Bonilla, 
a the Freshman Academy Vice-Principal, and teacher for 26 years. “These include: 
increasing student attendance, helping them graduate in four years, and giving them 
the best education possible so they can pursue a career of their choice.”
 Ms. Bonilla also mentioned what she thought of the class of 2016 so far: 
“They’re very competitive; we have many students taking honors classes. They’re 
taking their education seriously.”
	 I	interviewed	a	few	freshmen	on	the	3rd	floor,	home	of	the	Academy.	Ny-
jah Campbell was pointed out to me by a teacher, who said: “She’s a hardworking 
student who improves every day.” Nyjah spoke to me about entering Wilbur Cross. 
“I	was	nervous	when	I	first	entered	the	building.	It	seemed	like	there	were	millions	
of students in the hallways.” She said she hoped to maintain a B average throughout 
high	school	so	she	could	fufill	her	dream	of	becoming	a	doctor.
 Jericho Buonome Scott told me he loves geometry and sports. “There were 
rumors that Wilbur Cross was all about drama, that their sports teams were bad and 
I would get in trouble.” However, his impression of the school was totally different 
when	he	finally	came	to	Cross:	“All	my	friends	go	here	from	middle	school,	so	it’s	
been easier.” Jericho wants to become a professional baseball player, he explained, 
“But I have to maintain my good grades and have a positive attitude.”
 The new Wilbur Cross guidance counselor, Ms. Burke, said “I like coming 
to work every day, which is a big change for me.” She said. “I worked at a small 
school in the past, with really tough kids. I helped students who had been through 
severe emotional and physical problems.” She explained how the students at Wilbur 
Cross seem to be more on-track, and that a range of opportunities are available to 
them. “It’s important for freshmen to get off to a good start. I love how students 
come	to	my	office	and	reach	out	for	help.”	added	Mr.	Burke.
 It looks like Freshmen Academy is starting off the year off right!
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Now For ‘The Future Project’
BY: Kevin Rivas ’15 and Nathali Cerda ’15

The Future Project is a school-based dream ini-
tiative that helps students develop their dreams 
into reality. This is a brand new concept that has 
already helped students from different states to 
live out their dreams, by supporting them and 
giving them the tools needed to drive their ideas 
into the real world. It started out as a small proj-
ect by two Yale graduates who began this Future 
Project at a high school in New York; eventually, 
it led to the founders’ hometown, New Haven. 
As the third school to be involved in this rap-
idly growing movement, we are advised by our 
“Dream Director,” Mr. Frank Brady. The stu-
dents involved, known as “Future Fellows,” are 
the trailblazers into a bright future for Wilbur 
Cross students. In an interview with the director, 
we learned a lot about this program and its suc-
cess in past years.
 An example of its past success is at 
New Haven’s own, New Haven Academy. A fel-
low, Kenny Jensen, created a book called “E is 
for Excellence”. He created it to bring aware-
ness of the effects of a disorder called epilepsy, 
those who suffer this disorder and how they are 
affected by it. It was comprised of short stories, 
poems, and artwork by people with epilepsy or 
people whose lives have been affected by it.
Another project, created by a fellow from Richard R. Green High School in New York, was a fashion show – It was proclaimed as a “So You Think You 
Can Dance,” meets “BET’s Rip the Runway”. It was created because this activity was her dream and fashion is what she wanted to do for a living. The 
proceeds from this event went to charity.
 This year, at WCHS, big things are planned. We have already had a successful “Dream Day”, which included all of the New Haven schools 
involved in The Future Project. Among the words thrown around to describe the event were “Breathtaking”, “Live”, “Blue” and “Memorable”.
This	year,	the	Wilbur	Cross	fellows	have	a	wide	range	of	projects	going	on	–	from	music	production,	to	publishing	literature,	to	filmmaking,	to	starting	
a	swim	team.	These	are,	among	others,	what	the	first	generation	of	Governor	Fellows	are	leading	their	way	with.	This	is	planned	not	only	to	change	the	
lives of those involved in this movement, but also the entire Cross community and our society. The Future Project is well on its way to revolutionize its 
members’ lives, proudly proclaimed as our own Future Fellows.

Commuting, maybe not a bad idea. 
BY Shoshana Lovett-Graff ‘13

As the college season approaches, a question on everyone's mind is: How will I pay for college? Going to college in the 21st century is wildly expensive, 
and	room	and	board	can	tack	on	anywhere	from	$7,500	to	$9,000.	
	 However,	there	is	a	cheaper	option:	living	at	home	and	commuting	to	school.	Approximately	86%	of	college	and	university	students	commute,	
either living at home or living off-campus, and about half of all college students live at home. Students that live at home can drive, take the bus, bike or 
walk to their school of choice, and have access to almost all the school facilities and resources--the gym, the student center, student clubs, the library, 
campus-wide events--all while paying thousands less than their classmates. 
 Some schools require students to live on-campus in their freshman year, but most do not--in fact, several schools in or around New Haven have 
large commuter populations. These include Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU), Gateway Community College, University of New Haven 
(UNH), and Albertus Magnus. I got the chance to speak with a freshman at SCSU, Joe Katahdin, who lives at home and commutes. Living only two blocks 
from SCSU, he says he bikes every day and can easily go to on-campus lectures or entertainment, but he knows people who have to drive half an hour or 
more, coming in from places like Monroe or Shelton. "The best part of living at home is that it's cheaper. Besides that, it's less noisy, you get to sleep more, 
and... home-cooked meals!" When asked about the worst parts about living at home, he said: "You're not in close proximity to your classes, and you don't 
get so much of the independent 'college' experience. Sometimes you can feel more isolated from the college community, not living in a dorm." Overall, he 
conceded: "Southern is mostly a commuter school, so I don't really feel left out."
	 To	some,	living	at	home	may	seem	a	little	demeaning,	but	for	many	students,	the	benefits	outweigh	the	downsides.	So	before	you	pack	up	those	
boxes of clothes and furniture, take a look around and consider staying put.
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A New Start In a New Language
By Yesenia Torres’13, Janeliz Rivera ‘14, Wesley Ayala ‘13, and Paulina Cedillo ‘14

Do you know what it’s like to go to a country where you 
don't speak their language? Where there is a different 
culture, way of life, and system of education? There are 
thousands of people immigrating into our country every 
year. One of the reasons why they come is to recieve 
an American education. Wilbur Cross High School does 
a great job at providing this. We have one of the most 
diverse schools in New Haven: there are students from 
India, China, Africa, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, 
Mexico and more. 
 Sheltered Content is a program for students whose na-
tive language is not English. They are put into a class 
with a regular subject teacher, and an ESL teacher to 
help	translate.	There	is	a	teacher	for	9th,	10th,	11th,	and	
12th year in almost all subjects. Of course, there isn’t a 
teacher for every nationality, but teachers such as Mrs. 
Chillemi, Mr. Gibbons, Mr. Karell, Ms. Padro, and Ms. 
Vyazikina work to make each student as comfortable as 
possible.
 The combination of communication and teaching is 
sometimes a challenge, but Sheltered Content classes 
start off with many visuals, sign language, and every-
thing	 is	paced	 slowly.	At	first,	 students	 are	 allowed	 to	

write in their native language and they gradually transition into writing in English. 
	 Mrs.	Pernal	teaches	9th	grade	English	for	Sheltered	Content.	She	believes	the	program	helps	the	students	learn	at	their	own	pace	and	feel	welcome	
in their learning environment. She says, though, “A lot of the times the students make groups with people that speak the same language as them and don’t 
make an effort to learn English. That's why I separate them and make them interact with students of other countries, so they have no choice but to use 
English to speak with each other.”  
 Because of the fact that these students 
are E.L.L (English Language Learners), grading 
is very different. Teachers have to grade based on 
effort and participation. “I see students  unable to 
read or write in English in the beginning of the 
year,	then	[they]	are	writing	full	pages	at	the	end.	
It makes me proud that they are making progress. 
For the most part, they are the best students in the 
building because they actually want to learn in 
their unique situation. I give them credit and re-
spect them” says Ms. Pernal. Many of the students 
in the program have come to the United States just 
this year and it’s a big transition to be educated in 
a way that is completely different from their native 
country. For example, students from China go to 
school for ten hours a day, but the U.S. school day 
is about six to seven hours long. Sheltered Content 
helps students adapt to changes like these. 
 Teachers are fascinated by this program. 
They love the diversity and being able to witness 
these foreign students become successful. "There 
was a time when one of my students that started 
off not speaking any English, graduated and came 
back to visit me telling me about their Master’s 
Degree. I was so proud!” said Mrs. Chillemi. Al-
though Wilbur Cross High School may have its 
fair share of strengths and weaknesses, the Shel-
tered Content program is a story of success.
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Print shop
BY Yaneliz Rivera ‘14, Koralys Velez ‘14, Nazhia Carter ‘13, Tyna Rodriguez ‘16

In the years since its creation, Wilbur Cross’ print 
shop has had a history of excellence by doing work 
for various institutions (religious, charitable, or oth-
erwise) in addition to their work in-school, and be-
ing consistently ranked as one of the best classes at 
Cross. This success is bolstered by state-or-the-art 
technology and dedicated student workers.  
Recently, we took a trip down to the print shop, 
where  we saw the lounge, equipped with seven 
computers. This is the virtual home of Mr. Sansone 
and Mr. DeMayo, two very experienced print shop  
instructors . It’s easy easy for them to do any type 
of work, because of the amount of preparation that 
they put into each and every day of class. This al-
lows them to create incredible prints, and to inspire 
their students. As Anthony Latella put it, “I learn 
new things everyday like different personalities, 
different creative ideas for artwork through the kids 
designing	their	own	projects	I	kind	of	figure	out	new	
ways to make things. Through the beginning I might 
have had my own way of doing stuff. By watching 
kids do their project, I come up with new ideas and 
new methods to create things for the school. We 

went from simpler banners to more complex ideas, more like bringing the cross culture to the work.”
However, the students are so passionate about their class that it seems that they could at any time take over for their skilled teachers. Student  Daykwion 
Aleman	described	the	benefits	of	print	shop	by	saying	“We	get	the	experience	of	a	work	place;	it	feels	like	a	job	here.	I	feel	that	this	class	would	be	ben-
eficial	for	anybody	that	is	interested	in	graphic	design	or	working	in	a	print	presses...	it’s	actually	fun,	working	on	the	computers,	and	we	get	a	chance	to	
user our creativity. I feel that I can express myself through the graphics that I create.” 
The various banners and pamphlets which the print shop produces are only a small example of the positive effect that it has on the school. Students tend to 
voluntarily return to the print shop for up to three or four years, while others go on to collaborate with the print shop by working on the school newspaper 
and by making pamphlets for classes, clubs, sports, and other school activities. No matter how you look at it, you should know that the print shop is, and 
always will be, an important part of the Wilbur Cross environment.  

Wood Shop
BY David Elkin-Ginnetti ‘14

It’s a block period in the wood shop, and Mr. Cofrancesco is 
about to get started with class. He guides his six students, all 
boys, over to a large worktable on the other side of the class-
room.	He	first	has	a	discussion	of	wood	grains	and	the	tech-
niques he will use to cut the wood in front of everyone. Then 
he begins in a demonstration of proper handsaw techniques, 
eventually letting his students try to cut the wood themselves. 
Among the students enjoying themselves working in the shop 
was the 11th grader, Devonte Torres. “The wood shop is a new 
experience for me,” said Devonte. Indeed, the woodshop has 
seen many worse days, sometimes not even having a teach-
er. But Mr. Cofrancesco, the new teacher in the wood shop, 
already has some experience up his sleeve- his career out of 
school is as a professional cabinet-maker. If the aim of teach-
ing is to get students excited about what they’re learning, it 
looks like Mr. Cofrancesco is already succeedingin the V-wing 
oasis that is Wilbur Cross’ wood shop.
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Coronation 2012
BY: Jin Soo Park ‘14

Last Saturday night, hundreds of students gathered at Wilbur Cross High School from 7:00 to 11:00 pm. Students from Freshman to Senior, chaperones, 
families and friends all dressed up sparkling, beautiful and glamorous. It was one of the memorable nights at Wilbur Cross.
The dances, food and the coronation of Ms. and Mr. Cross were as stirring as it sounds.
 As many students waited for the coronation, one of our teachers, Ms. Marte added to our thrilling by saying, "I know Ana, Yulonda, and Jonathan... 
I see a lot of active students running. They all have a difference, and they will bring a difference on the table. I wish a good luck to all of them, and have a 
wonderful night."
 A freshman at Wilbur Cross, Shuhong Sun came to the coronation with the same anticipation. He said, "I know for sure that Lewis Nelken will be 
the Mr. Freshman. Yes, I am positive." And sure enough tonight's Mr. Freshman is Lewis Nelken.
With loud applause and happiness the newly inducted Mr. Cross became Jonathan Hernandez. He said, "It was great, and awesome. I was kind of scared. 
It was a good competition; it was a back to back, so close of a winning. I love the support. If I had a chance I would give everyone the support."
Closely	elected	Ms.	Senior,	Sofia	Dasilva	responded,	"I	am	really	excited,	really	shocked,	and	really	happy.	I	didn't	know	until	that	moment!	On	stage,	it	
was incredible, I was really shocked. I am really happy right now!"
 The loud cheers of the audience shook the auditorium 
with enthusiasm and cheerfulness. The only thing left for the 
students were the food and the dance. From meatball, fried 
chicken, fruits and salad to sweet punch and many more deli-
cious	foods,	students	satisfied	themselves	first	before	they	went	
on to dancing. At the gym, with the blasting fun music, stu-
dents danced till they passed out. It was crazy but a wonderful 
night before another fun and active annual Thanksgiving Elm 
City Bowl Football game on Thursday.
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Digital Mr. Hickey
BY Stephanie Arroyo ‘13

“I’m a nature lover and that’s why they picked me for the job,” said Mr. Hickey, who seems to love 
being a teacher. “I really like teaching here,” he said. He’s been teaching at Wilbur Cross for eight 
out of his twelve years as a teacher
 Mr. Hickey describes himself as adventurous and creative. He loves to go outside and take 
pictures with the students. He never liked school, but now he’s a teacher, and he enjoys it very much, 
saying that he’d “quit tomorrow” if he “didn’t like it.” He gets along with most of his students but 
he would like it better if all the students came to class. Mr. Hickey graduated from Florida Atlantic  
University and then went to Southern University for his teachers Masters.  One of his students said 
that he is a “excellent teacher” and that he has a great personality. Another student said he will al-
ways help you if you’re struggling in his class. Both of the students said that they loved going to his 
class every day. 

Music In Our Lives
BY Yaslinda Grant ‘14

Music works itself into our everyday lives.  
But for people who really love music, it be-
comes a part of them 24/7. It sticks with them. 
It's their friend. It makes them who they are. 
Their life revolves around music. Jahari Den-
nis, Senior,expresses his love for music through 
singing and performing.  “Music is my life.  It is 
my form of love.  If I didn't have it, I wouldn't 
be the person I am.” Dennis said. “Music makes 
the world go around, and it's rhythm is our heart-
beat.  The harmony is the people who surround 
us.”  The love he has for music is like no other 
I've ever seen.  He says he sees himself further-
ing his career in music. He's been in love with 
music since his early middle school years. An-
other student, Winter, said, “Music, particularly 
singing, was the missing piece I was looking for, 
it makes me; ME!  Music lightens up my mood.” 
 “Music is my ‘everything’.  I have a 
degree in performing but I also got a job as a 
substitute music chorus teacher and I fell in love 
with	it.		It	made	me	who	I	am.		It	fulfilled	me,	I	
knew from then that's what I wanted to do with 
my life.” Chorus and Music Theory teacher, Ms. 
Storey added.  
 All of these musical souls really grow 
on me.  I'm a musical person myself, and I know 
exactly how these musical souls feel. Music is 
the best thing that could've ever happened to 
me and I can't go a day without it.  Music isn't 
merely a form of Arts or an activity.  It’s a bond, 
a form of who I am, a form of who we are, US! 

A Picture Says a Thousand Words.
BY: Nathali Cerda ’15 

“I wanted to be a photography teacher because I wanted to show people what I know and I wanted to 
share	with	them	something	I	love.	I	always		wanted	to	take	pictures	my	first	photography	class	with	
when I was 15 years old I loved it and ever since I been in photography”, said Mrs. Vaiuso,  who also 
added: “I love being as part of cross because I love meeting new people.”  I usually change around 
what I do a lot and do things the students would like to do. I took a stroll with the photography class 
into the park where they had to take black and white photos of different things.”
 I asked Sandra Cruz why she took photography and she said “because I like photography and captur-
ing life”. Yulonda Zanders took a very interesting photo and I took a color photo of her lying down 
on the ground taking a picture of the lake and the mountains back round. I also took a color photo of 
Ashley Argentino taking a picture of the lake it was a wonderful photo. Photography is a form of art. 
It’s another thing Cross has to offer - another dream that can come true for many. 
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Fine Arts: Ms. 
Cofrancesco’s World
BY Alex Jimenez ’14, Nathali Cerda ’15

Not everyone is good at Mathematics, English or History. Art, on the 
other hand, is for everyone. It’s one of those things you can’t mess up. 
“Art	is	an	expression	of	yourself,”	said	Mrs.	Cofrancesco	“It’s	a	reflec-
tion	of	you.	I	can’t	grade	you	on	your	final	project,	but	on	your	work	
and	effort.”	Mrs.	Cofrancesco	has	been	pursuing	her	career	as	a	fine	arts	
teacher for 36 years. “I had always wanted to be an art teacher, since I 
was young,” she said. Throughout the years that Mrs. Cofrancesco has 
been teaching art, she claims that nothing has changed. “Kids are kids, 
you go into teaching knowing it’s not going to be a piece of cake,” she 
said. Art is a big part of Cross. When you walk down the hall you can see 
all of the different forms of art, including the themes of many past Coro-
nation Balls. Without art we would live in a boring world that wouldn’t 
have creativity. Art is a big part of our school. Without art we would be 
like any other school.
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Mrs.Giordano Art Class
BY: Stephanie Arroyo ‘13 and Kathiria Rodriguez ‘14

Have you ever glued something onto a piece of paper 
and received a grade for it? In Art you sure can. Art 
has always been a creative class, one that encourages 
expression. It’s not just about walking into a class and 
following a bunch of instructions. People can also ex-
press their cultural heritage. You can’t really express 
yourself in the same way in an essay. Mrs. Giordano 
says, “When it comes to art you could have art in ev-
ery aspect, the way you design your clothes, or your 
dress, or your sneakers or make-up or even for just 
self-expression.” 
 Mrs. Giordano graduated from Southern Con-
necticut State University and has been teaching Art at 
Wilbur Cross for almost 10 years. She used to work 
part time, with much younger kids, in another school. 
We asked her what her biggest motivation to become 
an art teacher was. She said that her mother was her 
biggest motivation; her mother had a lot of talent in 
art,	and	it	influenced	Mrs.	Giordano	to	become	an	Art	
teacher.  “She was a woman who could do just about 
anything.” She also said that she always had an interest 
in Art. Her favorite type of art is Ceramics. 
 “I don’t exactly have a favorite artist per say, 
but I do like classical artists, especially the Italian Re-
naissance. And one of those artists that I particularly 
admire would be Caravaggio, some of his works are 
absolutely beautiful, and he was a different kind of artist. He would go against the norms of society,” said Mrs. Giordano. The students in her class say 
that she is a very nice teacher. When I was in her class she helped all of the students as much as she could. She always makes sure that everyone was on 
track. A lot of students agree that she is a very good Art teacher, but she doesn’t expect you to become an artist. As long as you try, it’s enough for her.
 Ms. Giordano believes that art should be taken more seriously in school because it allows you to express yourself. She said that art is a way of 
life	and	“something	that	you	escaped	into.”	Art	is	a	bigger	part	of	our	life	than	we	think	and	it	definitely	should	be	taken	more	serious	in	school.	Without	
Art the world would be pale and lifeless. 
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Enchanted Kindom
BY Cynthia Herrera ‘13 and Stephanie Chamba ‘15

Enter	the	art	wing	and	open	the	first	door	to	your	left,	and	you’ll	find	a	
whole different world. It’s Ms. Minck’s art room, where she passionate-
ly teaches Art 1, Exploring Art, Advanced Crafts, Ceramics, and Stage 
Design. She inspires students to think outside of the box with her versa-
tile style. Her room illustrates who she is and what student’s artwork can 
be. Ms. Minck likes to refer to her room as the “Enchanted Kingdom.” 
The number one rule? “Thou Shall Not Whine.” Throughout the school 
year she shows that there is no excuse to for not doing anything, and 
effort is all she truly wants to see. According to her, each student that 
has entered her class has ended up leaving the course feeling good about 
their creations. I have taken two years of Art with Ms. Minck, and loved 
them both. Many kids have had similar experiences. When I asked them, 
“What role does art play in your life?” They often answered it is a differ-
ent way to express who they are.
Ms. Minck is a true believer that all of her student’s art pieces are all 
uniquely beautiful. If you don’t take them home or donate them to the 
Art	Room,	you’ll	definitely	find	your	piece	in	a	corner,	at	the	entrance,	
or used as an example for her upcoming classes. The “Enchanted King-
dom” has truly proven to be enchanted, from the art on the walls, to the 
number one rule, to the magical ring of the telephone. Ms. Minck has set 
up an atmosphere where kids can be themselves. Art 1 is a place where 
creativity can run wild!
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The Magic of the Kitchen
BY: Myashia Gamble ‘13, Aaliyah Rubiera ‘15, Leaanza Anigala ‘13

Ms. Jackie Abelli , the culinary instructor at Cross  
first	 expressed	her	 passion	 for	 the	 culinary	 arts	when	
she opened up her own business in Cheshire. She also 
taught culinary at Ansonia High school. Currently, 
she expresses herself through her teaching position at 
Cross, and her side job: event planning and catering. 
Jackie stated that Cross is challenging and rewarding 
at the same time, in addition to saying that the culinary 
arts are a lifetime skill. 
 Eric Scott, the head chef at Cross, has been 
working here for 20 years and spends all day cook-
ing, whether it’s at home or the school kitchen. In fact, 
Eric expressed that all he knows is cooking. Eric took a 
global	cuisine	course	and	is	certified	to	run	a	restaurant.	
Eric	puts	out	lots	of	tasty	food	such	as	pizza,	fish	sticks,	
sandwiches, meat balls, beef stew, and other health-de-
partment approved foods, for the students to enjoy. He 
ended our conversation by clarifying to us that it is very 
important that students put their I.D numbers in when 
receiving a meal by the school. 
 Though working at the culinary department of 
Wilbur Cross is challenging, it has also proven to be 
extremely rewarding, a fact which is demonstrated by 
Eric Scott and Jackie Abelli. Through their work, these two make Wilbur Cross a great place to learn, and to eat!

Cars, Cars, Cars!
BY Yaslinda Grant ’14, Chaslynn Saucier ’14, Alexander Jimenez ’14, 

Ashley Bermudez ’14, Wesley Ayala ’13 

Wilbur	Cross	may	not	be	a	magnet	 school,	but	we	definitely	supply	students	with	a	
wealth of opportunities to prepare for all sorts of careers. One of these useful oppor-
tunities is Cross’ auto-tech class, which is taught by Mr. Marchesani.  Mr. Marchesani 
started working here at Cross in 2004 and has been committed happily to his job here 
at Wilbur Cross, ever since.  Before he came to Cross he worked as a math teacher, 
manufacturer, and also into construction and welding.  “I give students basic knowledge 
of tools, using tools, what they are, how to use them, and I also teach them about the 
system parts, and how they relate to each other.  I’m basically giving them pre-methods 
of how mechanics begin to learn.”  He decides to give them a bit more than what the 
class actually consists of, because he feels this is something they will enjoy.  Marquel 
Peterson says, “Auto-Tech is pretty cool, I really enjoy this lively atmosphere.  Mr. 
Marchesani	definitely	influenced	me	to	want	to	be	a	mechanic,	it	started	all	sophomore	
year.  I’m now a student in auto-tech 3.  After I graduate, I’m majoring in mechanics.” 
Marchesani continues to say, “I believe my class is part of learning new things but most 
importantly it’s about introducing something so genuine to a group of students, so they 
can get the chance to have something they love in their possession.” As you see here,  
Wilbur	Cross	is	not	only	filled	with	opportunities	to	experience	different	paths,	but	it’s	
also an opening door to students that have no idea what they want to do with their lives. 
That	way,	they	can	leave	here	with	a	confident	head	on	their	shoulders,	knowing	that	
Cross	definitely	helped	them	learn	what	they	truly	love.		
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Arts

Brick (2005) 
BY: Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

One of the best movies I have seen is a little known independent detective story set in a California 
high	school.	Produced	on	a	shoestring	budget,	with	(at	the	time)	low	profile	actors,	by	a	first	time	
director, Brick is a funny, suspenseful, well-acted, moving, and satisfying piece of Film Noir.     
 The leading man is Joseph Gordon Levitt (from Inception, Mysterious Skins, and the Dark 
Knight Rises), who plays a hard-boiled high school detective. The character’s attitude and dialogue 
are a direct throwback to the stories of Raymond Chandler, and the novels of Dashiell Hammett. His 
character, named Brendan Frye,  moves between social groups easily, though he is never comfortable 
with a particular one. Brendan begins searching for his missing ex-girlfriend, Emily Kostich (played 
by Emilie de Ravin), after receiving a phone call from her which ended with Emily panicking. His 
ex-girlfriend turns up dead shortly after their last conversation, which leads to Brendan endeavoring 
to	find	her	killer.	The	plot	follows	many	twists	and	turns	landing	Brendan	in	alternating	funny	and	
dangerous situations.
 A wonderful facet of this movie is the dialogue, which sounds as if it comes straight from 
A	1940’s	noir	flick.	Though	initially	intimidating,	the	dialogue	is	laced	with	humor,	implicit	threats,	
and endlessly quotable lines.  The camera work complements the dialogue by mixing extreme close-
ups with wide, sweeping landscapes, often setting the characters against the horizon. Even when 
indoors the movie is shot at such an angle as to create a horizon, by using light carpets and dark walls, 
and tables and wallpaper to create the illusion of a spacious wilderness in the smallest of rooms. This 
lends	the	film	a	taut	and	drawn	atmosphere.
 As the movie moves on,  the mystery deepens, and threatens to unravel the fabric of Bren-
dan’s world. The movie’s ending is neither cliffhanger nor happy ending. Brendan solves the mys-
tery…but at a cost to himself and those around him. Ultimately Brick probes the links formed by 
human relationships, and what happens when they are broken.

Albert Would Be 
Proud
By Suge Zhang ‘14

On Saturday, October 20, 2012 the annual Yale 
Physics Olympics was held by the Yale Depart-
ment	of	Physics.	49	High	school	physics	teams	
from all over Connecticut were enrolled and al-
most 200 hundred students participated, includ-
ing Wilbur Cross physics team---the Exponen-
tial: Liye Fu, Jin-soo Park, Jessica Cali, Suge 
Zhang and team advisor Robert Sawczuk .
The	entire	event	lasted	over	8	hours,	from	8	am	
to	4	pm.	The	competition	was	consisted	of	five	
45-minute-activities: “Can’t Lever”, “The Kit 
and	the	Pendulum”,	“Upon	Future	Reflection”,	
“On the Move”, “Fermi Quiz”. Students worked 
with a variety of equipment and materials range 
from clamp stand to pennies. 
All these experiments required students to use 
their strong logical thinking ability and knowl-
edge not only about Physics but also the world 
in general. Especially the Fermi Quiz, partici-
pants need to estimate values of questions such 
as “how many babies are born in New Haven on 
one day?”
Besides competing, many students made friends 
and interacted with peers from other districts, 
exchanging ideas and thoughts about Physics 
and life. 
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“Fear Is the Root of All Evil”: The Shop on Main Street 
BY Rachel Smith ‘13

Is	it	possible	for	a	movie	to	be	feel-good	while	depicting	the	persecution	of	Jews	during	WWII?	This	was	one	of	my	first	thoughts	when	I	started	The	Shop	
On	Main	Street.	After	all,	the	people	in	the	1942	Czech	town	where	the	film	takes	places	seem	to	be	pretty	cheerful,	despite	the	fact	that	their	town	has	
been commandeered by Nazis. The opening shots are devoid of the barbed wire, goose-stepping, and bleak, empty streets which are usually associated 
with	the	genre.	Rather,	they	are	filled	with	smiling	people	going	about	their	daily	business.
It is in these same opening scenes that we are introduced to Tono, a well-meaning if simple minded carpenter, who is constantly nagged by his wife and 
belittled by his brother-in-law, the commander of the local Nazi militia. Though it is made clear that Tono is neither Anti-Semitic nor a Nazi sympathizer, 
he gladly accepts when his brother-in-law announces that he intends to make Tono “Aryan Controller” of a Jewish-owned store, as part of a town effort 
at Aryanization. 
 However, as it turns out, the “Jewish business” is a nearly-defunct button shop owned by a near-deaf widow, who lives on donations from the 
local Jewish Council. The woman doesn’t understand Tono when he tries to explain that he has a court order to commandeer her store (in a scene which 
would	be	humorous	if	it	weren’t	for	the	circumstances),	and	thus,	Tono	ends	up	fixing	the	widow’s	furniture	and	assisting	her	with	store	maintenance,	
rather than running the shop himself. The two quickly form a comfortable friendship, and initially, it seems that – for once – a movie about the Holocaust 
is going to have a happy ending. We are mistaken. 
 Tensions rise, and Tono begins to collaborate with the members of the Jewish Council, who volunteer to pay him a monthly salary in return for 
his keeping the widow safe. Motivated by the steady income and concern for his elderly friend, Tono does everything in his power to protect the widow 
– efforts which result in tragedy. 
One	of	the	most	arresting		things	about	this	film	was	its	portrayal	or	Anti-Semitism.	In	the	first	half	of	the	film,	we	see	nothing	but	smiles;	everybody	acts	
like they’re at some bizarre 24/7 carnival, and are hopelessly idealistic, almost to the point of being comedic. However, as the movie progresses, the image 
becomes	darker	and	darker,	reaching	its	peak	at	the	film’s	climax.	It’s	almost	as	if	the	movie	is	split	between	two	points	of	view:	the	first	half	belonging	
to the Non-Jews - who see nothing wrong with the redistribution of Jewish property and who view the Nazis as welcome visitors rather than tyrannical 
captors –and the second half belonging to the Jews, who are alone in their plight.
 Connecting these two sides of the narrative is Tono, who – as a Gentile who is also the friend of a Jew – is forced to view the world from both 
sides.	At	one	point	of	the	film,	Tono’s	Nazi	brother-in-law	proclaims	that	“being	a	Jew-lover	is	almost	worse	than	being	a	Jew”,	something	which	haunts	
Tono	for	the	rest	of	the	film.	In	a	way,	these	words	are	partially	true	when	we	look	at	the	morality	of	the	characters:	while	the	Jews	in	this	story	are	clearly	
innocent, Tono is wracked with guilt over the possibility of any harm coming to the widow, and his connections to those who aim to harm her. 
These elements are supported by the movie’s powerful acting and script. Both the widow (Ida Kaminska), and Tono (Jozef Kroner) are incredibly well cast 
as different sides of the moral spectrum. In one particularly powerful scene, Tono realizes that the Nazis are going to deport the Jews and, in a drunken 
haze,	unsuccessfully	attempts	to	save	the	widow.	I	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	convey	that	much	emotion,	but	I	can’t	comprehend	the	effort	it	must	take	to	
do so while also mimicking the inhibited senses of a drunk. 
 In the end, The Shop on Main Street provides a brilliant and multifaceted approach to portraying the development of bigotry and the grey areas 
of human morality. We are able to empathize with both of the main characters, all while remaining aware of Tono’s all shortcomings, which only add to 
the movie’s already powerful script. See it.  



Almost Famous: Teen Journalist
BY David Elkin-Ginnetti ‘14

Most people don’t get to say they’ve travelled across the country with a famous band, writing for 
Rolling Stone about drugs, sex and rock and roll. Yet this is exactly what happens to William 
Miller	in	the	film	Almost	Famous.	The	plot	revolves	around	young	William’s	adventures,	as	he	
manages to land a job writing about an embattled band called “Stillwater.” William grows close 
to Russell, one of the guitarists in the band, but the band groups him with critics as “the enemy.” 
Meanwhile, Williams develops feelings for Penny Lane, one of the band’s sophisticated groupies. 
At the same time, Penny has her heart set on Russell. This complicated love triangle is what drives 
much	of	the	film’s	plot	forward.
	 The	director	of	the	film,	Cameron	Crowe,	does	an	outstanding	job	balancing	the	romanti-
cism	of	counterculture	with	its	hardships.	This	might	be	because	the	film	is	semi-autobiographical	
for	Crowe.	He	was	also	a	teenage	journalist.	But	many	films	that	also	focus	on	the	‘60s	or	‘70s	mu-
sic scene have a tendency to idealize the era. Crowe is unafraid to show Penny getting her stomach 
pumped when she has overdosed on Quaaludes. Crowe also strikes a nice balance between humor 
in	the	film	(William’s	mother	talking	to	Russell	on	the	phone:	“You	still	have	a	chance	to	redeem	
yourself,	young	man…”)	and	subjects	with	a	little	more	gravity.	In	one	flawlessly	executed	scene	
towards	the	end	of	the	film,	William	and	the	band	are	all	in	a	private	plane	together,	and	it	seems	
like	the	plane	is	going	to	crash.	All	the	band	members	make	what	they	believe	to	be	their	final	
confessions. Only after they all become enraged at each other does it turn out that the plane is all 
right, and they will be safe after all.
    Although some scenes can get a little one-dimensional; Patrick Fugit, Billy Crudup, and Kate 
Hudson (William,  Russell, and Penny) usually do an excellent job at bringing out the best and 
the	worst	in	their	characters.	Overall,	Almost	Famous	is	a	classic	comedy	and	coming-of-age	film	
that deserves some rocking out.

The Grey Zone: A Lesson in Cringing 
BY Rachel Smith ‘13

For the record, I wasn’t expecting a happy ending when I picked this movie from the 
Holocaust section of Hamden’s Best Video. However, I wasn’t panning on becom-
ing noticeably stomach sick, or having to pause the DVD multiple times so that I 
could stop myself from hyperventilating from extreme anxiety, either. Such was my 
reaction to The Grey Zone (2001; Directed by Tim Blake Nelson; Starring David 
Arguette, Steve Buscsemi, Alan Corduner, Mila Sorvino, and Daniel Benzali).
 The Grey Zone tells the story of a group of Auschwitz prisoners that were 
forced by the Nazis to assist in the killing of camp inmates, dispose of the bodies, 
and “commandeer” their possessions. In return, these workers receive more sub-
stantial food rations. However, they are usually killed by their captors within four 
months.  The workers in The Grey Zone are aware that the four month anniversary 
is only a couple of weeks away, and in response they hatch a daring plan to destroy 
the camp’s crematoria using explosives that have been smuggled in by female in-
mates.	Conflict	arises,	however,	when	one	of	the	inmates,	Abramowics	(Buscemi),	
attempts to turn their plot to blow up the crematoria into an escape plan. This is 
followed by the discovery that a young girl has miraculously survived the gas cham-
bers. The quest to save the girl is viewed by the prisoners as a possible source of 
redemption, a way to atone for the acts they have committed in order to survive, 
even though it is eventually met with tragic results. 
	 In	the	background	of	this	plot	is	Dr.	Abramowitz	(Benzali),	a	Jewish	doctor	who	is	forced	to	assist	the	Nazis	with	their	horrific	experiments	in	
order to ensure that his wife and daughter (who are also inmates in the camp) remain safe, and whose memoirs the movie is based off of. Despite this, he 
remains a largely static character for the majority of the movie, serving mainly as an observer whose struggle is only shown in a few emotionally charged 
exchanges with the Nazi commander who oversees his work. 
 The choice to focus on the internal struggles of the prisoners is a successful one. These are, after all, not the doe-eyed, one dimensional prisoners 
found in Schindler’s List; these are tortured, realistic portrayals of human beings who were forced to do the unthinkable to survive. Some of these prisoners 
are sympathetic, and some are not, but in the end, their humanity is undeniable. (Cont. Page 31)
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 (Cont. From Page 30) Speaking of 
Schindler’s List…if you thought that was grue-
some, then The Grey Zone is probably not for 
you. It is by far the most disturbing Holocaust 
movie I have ever seen, as far as violent imag-
ery, and as a result, I don’t recommend it for the 
faint of heart. In addition to showing the process 
of killing victims in graphic detail (i.e. showing 
the interior of a gas chamber before and after 
the killing of inmates) the movie also depicts 
other forms of gratuitous violence. However, if 
you’re willing to cringe your way through these 
elements, then you’ll be treated with the movies’ 
positive aspects.
 David Arquette stars as Hoffman, a 
Jewish crematoria worker who oscillates be-
tween cold, unfeeling brutality (he beats another 
Jewish prisoner to death when he refuses to give 
him his watch) and tender sentimentality. It is 
his idea to try to protect the girl, even though the 
other inmates are in favor of putting her “out of 
her misery”. 
	 Steve	 Buscemi	 is	 also	 terrific	 as	
Abramowics, who embodies the extreme sur-
vival-ism that pervaded the lives of many of the 
inmates. Buscemi’s character is not above trad-
ing	with	the	Nazis,	and	at	first,	he	doesn’t	want	
to join the effort to save the young girl. Yet, de-
spite his thieving and often self-serving nature, 
Abramowics is probably the most human of the 
characters.
 In addition to good performances 
and its leading roles, The Grey Zone also has 
original camera work, which is, for the most 
part, a big plus. It ranges from that of the open-
ing scene, which consists of a long track shot 
in which the camera glides through the halls of 
an Auschwitz  administrative building, passing 
sullen	prisoners	and	Nazi	officers,	providing	an	
eye-opening introduction to life in the camps, 
without having to dole out gratuitous violence, 
to a sequence in which the camera (handheld, 
with	a	first	person	point	of	view	this	time)	fol-
lows a young woman from the cattle cars to the 
entrance of the gas chamber. At the last instant, 
the woman turns around, as if to say something, 
but before she’s able to do so, the door to the gas 
chamber slams shut, sealing her fate, and captur-
ing the audience’s attention. 
 Still, the movie tends to be a little in-
consistent – the script and camerawork, though 
generally very good, are occasionally melodra-
matic and sloppy, respectively. The violence is 
also, like I said, a little hard to watch. Still, I sup-
pose that, in the end, it’s best for people to know 
what happened, for them to know how things re-
ally were. Yet, I’d call The Grey Zone a success; 
a success that will make you feel nauseated.  
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Advice, Etc.

Stay Positive
Khrystall Jones '14 

Don’t always listen to what you hear. 
We are high school students here who
need to show that we care. We have to 
set examples for those who are coming 
in to high school and for those who look 
up to us. We don’t need drama. When 
we have an attitude with people it
hinders us from success. It makes people 
not want to work with us. Take it from 
me, a person who has a bad attitude. 
People sometimes doesn’t want to work 
with me. I changed my attitude so that I 
can go far in life. Always stay positive!

Dear Proclamation: 

 I’ve been really stressed lately 
with college applications and my class-
es. At home, I barely spend time with 
my family, and there have been times 
when I feel that I can’t deal with the 
pressure. What can I do? I want to be 
able to spend time with my family, but 
without leaving school duties incom-
plete or undone. Thank you so much. 

-Anonymous 

Hi Anonymous!

 First of all, congratulations! You 
are just a couple months away from en-
tering into a whole new stage of your 
life. Senior year can be stressful, but 
you have to remember that there is al-
ways help out there. From the letter you 
sent, I can tell that you are having issues 
with time management. I recomend you 
to talk to one of your teachers, your ad-
visor or guidance counselor. They will 
be able to show you different ways in 
which you can organize your time. Good 
luck!

-The Proclamation

Beginning of 
Thoughts
BY: Nathali Cerda ‘15

Beginning of thoughts.

Sometimes we wish they would never come.

Thoughts are something we all have.

In the beginning everyone has thoughts. 

Does a thought impact your feelings? 

Does it impact for the better or worse?

Where do all our thoughts come from?

We all have different thoughts.

Have you evr had thoughts about your begin-
ning?

About where you have truly came from?

I have.

Thoughts can be about anything.

Such as love, the future. the past, life and death.

Thoughts are always in our minds. 

Powerful thoughts may cause us to do things.

Sa have this thought.

Think about what you want to do with your life. 

And JUST GO!
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Pistorius doesn’t give up
BY Brad Watson ‘13

Oscar Pistorius, the double-amputee runner who has forced sports 
officials	and	 fans	 to	 reconsider	 the	distinction	between	disabled	
and able-bodied athletes, was named to South Africa’s Olympic 
track	team	for	the	London	Games.	He	became	the	first	amputee	
to compete in track at the Olympics and instantly joined athletes 
like Michael Phelps and Usain Bolt as one of the Games’ biggest 
attractions. 
 His presence on the most prominent stage in sports will no 
doubt rekindles an international debate over whether his J-shaped, 
carbon-fiber	prosthetic	blades	give	him	an	unfair	advantage.	This	
debate almost single handely crashed twitter in the preliminary 
heats
 His Olympic hopes were seemingly extinguished last week 
when	he	failed	in	his	final	attempt	to	meet	South	Africa’s	qualify-
ing standard. But in a surprise announcement on Wednesday, his 
country’s Olympic committee said he was worthy of a spot on 
the team for the individual 400 meters and the 4x400-meter relay. 
He will be considered a long shot to win a medal in either event; 
simply	advancing	to	the	finals	would	be	a	success.
 When Pistorius attaches his prosthetic limbs and steps to the 
starting line for the 400-meter preliminary heats on Aug. 4, he 
will break preconceived notions of what it means to be disabled 
and provide a glimpse into the future, said Hugh Herr, the director 
of the Biomechatronics Group at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and one of Pistorius’s most vocal advocates.“It’s a 
great day for sports in particular, and more broadly, it’s a great day 
for equal rights,” Herr said. “There’s not evidence that the running 
prostheses allow him to run at a faster pace than is biologically 
achievable. To me, it was always a case of equality.”said Herr.
	 Pistorius,	25,	was	born	without	fibulas	and	had	his	lower	legs	
amputated	when	he	was	11	months	old.	He	runs	on	carbon-fiber	
blades known as Cheetahs.
 In 2007, the International Association of Athletics Federations, 
the	 world	 governing	 body	 for	 track	 and	 field,	 spent	more	 than	
$50,000 on a research project that examined Pistorius’s perfor-

mance on the blades, in an attempt to determine whether he should be allowed to compete against able-bodied athletes. The group had scientists review 
videotape of one of his races, then Pistorius was subjected to testing at the German Sport University in Cologne by a researcher selected by the Interna-
tional Association of Athletics Federations (I.A.A.F.).
	 In	2008,	the	track	federation	declared	Pistorius	is	ineligible,	citing	advantages	derived	from	his	“bouncing”	movement	and	his	need	for	less	oxy-
gen and fewer calories than able-bodied athletes running at the same speed.    
 Pistorius challenged the ruling, appealing to the Court of Arbitration for Sport, in Lausanne, Switzerland. The court voted unanimously to reverse 
the I.A.A.F. decision and criticized the group for its handling of the case.
	 Herr,	whose	own	legs	were	amputated	below	the	knee	when	he	was	17,	testified	in	Pistorius’s	favor	after	putting	him	through	a	week	of	testing.	
On	Wednesday,	Herr	noted	that	if	Pistorius	were	to	change	his	artificial	limbs	as	technology	advanced,	the	same	lengthy	process	would	have	to	be	redone	
to again prove Pistorius did not have an advantage.
 Some scientists are not convinced that Pistorius’s current J-shaped blades don’t give him an advantage. One argument is that because the blades 
are so much lighter than a human leg, Pistorius can turn over, or reposition, his prosthetic legs unnaturally fast.
	 Since	he	was	cleared	to	run	against	able-bodied	athletes	by	the	court	in	May	2008,	Pistorius	has	made	it	his	mission	to	compete	in	the	Olympics	
and	Paralympics	in	the	same	year.	He	failed	to	qualify	for	the	2008	Beijing	Olympics,	but	won	three	golds	at	the	Paralympics	in	Beijing	—	to	add	to	the	
gold	and	bronze	he	won	at	the	2004	Paralympics	in	Athens.	He	also	qualified	and	dominated	at	the	London	Paralympics	in	the	100,	200,	400	and	4x100	
relay with his times at last year’s world championships. He left London with two gold and one silver medal in hand. Expect him to be at his prime come 
Rio De Janeiro 2016.

Sports
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FOR THE LOVE OF IT
BY Courtney Giles ‘13

Many Wilbur Cross students enter the foyer tired and groggy ready to end the day before it has begun. We fail to realize that we are spoiled being  in a 
comprehensive	high	school.	Comprehensive	high	schools	offer	activities	that	meet	not	only	various	interests	but	also	needs	within	students.	We	get	to	find	
a place where we belong.  In this article we have chosen to focus on some of the activities we offer at our school and how their inclusion affects the lives 
of its participants.
 “Most of those who played sports loved it for its fun. They had been playing sports for most of their lives and would be devastated if they took 
it away” says Chris , a soccer player. Hakeim Drake was raised with soccer being the number one thing in life and said he would have been angry if they 
took away soccer. Jermaine Aberdean sees soccer as more of a lifestyle instead of just an activity. He feels that it provides opportunity that academics can’t. 
 Band is “fun and full of spirit” said Pencok.. Students are always looking for ways to release; a place to be apart of “one big family,”  said Jazlyn 
Ocasio,	a	cheerleader	and	flutist.		Watching	the	band	play,	you	could	see	each	player	enjoying	themselves	and	being	excited	about	being	there.	These	are	the	
kinds of things that a comprehensive school can offer. Everyone has unique needs and strengths. We all need ways to release and to feel apart and these ac-
tivities can provide those 
things. Cheerleader Nata-
sha loved cheerleading for 
the spirit and being able to 
offer support. 
 In the end each 
individual I interviewed 
loved the activity they 
participated in and would 
be upset if it were taken 
away. Most students see 
their chosen activity as a 
part of their life. Whatever 
they feel they need they 
can get it from their par-
ticipation. This is an im-
portant thing to consider 
about why comprehensive 
high schools are impor-
tant. They can address the 
uniqueness of individu-
als in a way like no small 
school can, and therefore 
they should be appreci-
ated, and preserved.  
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WILBUR CROSS
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PEP RALLY
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THANKSGIVING 
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FOOTBALL GAME



The Proclamation 38 Fall 2012



The Proclamation 39 Fall 2012



The Proclamation 40 Fall 2012

Olympic Rings Informing...
Brad Watson ‘13

The Olympics promise many things--triumph of the human spirit, amazing athletic prowess, upsets 
and underdogs--but the most modern games are ultimately nothing if not a massive, global spectacle. 
“Events	like	these	can	be	a	good	time	for	reflection,”	Sousa	tells	Co.Design.	
 As the artists continued to churn out new works idolizing the Olympians and the varied 
sports competitions in the summer games, one artist had his mind set on a different focus. Gustavo 
Sousa, the mastermind behind the odd info-graphics displayed chose to focus on the Olympic rings 
themselves to give some insight on global issues. Sousa says, "The rings represent healthy competi-
tion	and	union,	but	we	know	the	world	isn’t	perfect.	Maybe	understanding	the	differences	is	the	first	
step to try to make things more equal."
	 The	Brazilian	creative	director	at	Mother	London	uses	the	five	colorful	rings,	representing	
each	of	the	five	continents	taking	part	in	the	games	every	four	years,	to	display	a	series	of	informative	
graphs about the world we live in today. The topics range from general facts like the world's popula-
tion to staggering statistics that reveal the ratio of people living with HIV, as symbolized by the size 
of the circle representing their continental location.
 The eye-opening project that's known simply as oceaniaeuropeamericasafricaasia, includes 
a total of 16 prints to represent each day of the Olympics. Initially, the artist never revealed a key for 
the	info-graphics,	saying	"You	can	almost	figure	that	out	as	you	read	through;	I	thought	that	process	
of	discovery	was	interesting."	If	you're	interested	in	figuring	out	which	continent	each	color	is	repre-
senting on your own, skip over the next paragraph and take a look at the re-sized rings for yourself.
 According to the International Olympic Committee ,“The symbol reinforces the idea that the 
Olympic Movement is international and welcomes all countries of the world to join. As can be read 
in	the	Olympic	Charter,	the	Olympic	symbol	represents	the	union	of	the	five	regions	of	the	world	and	
the meeting of athletes from throughout the world at the Olympic Games. However, no continent is 
represented	by	any	specific	ring.”	
	 The	official	handbook	however,	prior	to	1951,	it	states	that	each	color	corresponded	to	a	par-
ticular continent: blue for Europe, yellow for Asia, black for Africa, green for Australia and Oceania 
and red for America. The larger the ring, the greater the number of homicides or McDonalds outlets 
or whatever is being tracked in that particular graphic
 The diagrams displayed are merely a few of the info-graphics made by Gustavo. During the 
2012 summer Olympics, he displayed 16 different info-graphics for each day of the London games. 
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